Growing skull fracture: two rare causes.
Growing skull fractures are rare complications of head injury in young children. Till date, growing skull fractures due to an underlying arrested hydrocephalus or subdural hygroma have not been reported. We are reporting two such rare cases. A 12-year-old male who was a known case of arrested hydrocephalus sustained a mild head injury and was found to have a linear fracture. One month after the initial injury, a soft swelling was noted in the parietal region. Investigations revealed the dilated ventricular system communicating through a growing skull fracture with a subgaleal CSF collection. The patient underwent a ventriculoperitoneal shunt using a high-pressure shunt system. The patient died suddenly 48 h after the surgery. An 8-month-old female child sustained a mild head injury with a linear fracture in the parieto-occipital region. Two months later, the child presented with seizures and a soft, fluctuant swelling in the parieto-occipital region. Imaging revealed a frontoparietal subdural hygroma with mass effect that was communicating through a growing skull fracture with a subgaleal CSF collection. The patient underwent a subduroperitoneal shunt. The shunt tube was removed 3 months later as it protruded through the abdominal wound. Follow-up imaging studies revealed complete resolution of the subdural hygroma with healing of the growing skull fracture. Growing skull fractures can occur as complications of mild head injury sustained in the setting of either arrested hydrocephalus or subdural hygroma. Hence, close follow-up of patients with skull fracture and arrested hydrocephalus/subdural hygroma is necessary for early diagnosis of growing skull fractures.